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                                                              Brandon L. Wyatt   
    
Brandon L. Wyatt Esq., is a decorated army combat soldier and disabled veteran. He received his Juris Doctorate from 

Howard University School of Law. Currently, he is currently matriculating through the Executive Masters of Business 

Administration program at The George Washington University.  

Despite being a business attorney, Brandon is dedicated to law & applied sociology in the arena of employment/ labor 

law, civil rights, disability rights, and Veteran’s health care. Throughout his legal education and career, Brandon has 

sought and undertook targeted tasks which have cultivated keen analytical skills, a functional understanding of policy 

development, a real-time responsiveness to his client's legal position, the ability to sort and reduce litigation, and a 

foothold within special emphasis outreach. Brandon is a pioneer in cannabis law and business development within the 

mid-atlantic market. He has participated intimately in the internal development, social activism, & policy coordination for 

various service organizations. 
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                                                       Donald I. Abrams, MD 

 

Donald I. Abrams, MD. is chief of the Hematology-Oncology Division at San Francisco General Hospital and a Professor 

of Clinical Medicine at the University of California San Francisco. He has an Integrative Oncology consultation practice 

at the UCSF Osher Center for Integrative Medicine. He received an A.B. in Molecular Biology from Brown University in 

1972 and graduated from the Stanford University School of Medicine in 1977. After completing an Internal Medicine 

residency at the Kaiser Foundation Hospital in San Francisco, he became a fellow in Hematology/Oncology at the Cancer 

Research Institute of the University of California, San Francisco in 1980. He was one the original clinician/investigators 

to recognize and define many early AIDS-related conditions. He has long been interested in clinical trials of 

complementary and alternative medicine interventions for HIV/AIDS and cancer, including evaluations of medicinal 

marijuana. In 1997 he received funding from the National Institute on Drug Abuse to conduct clinical trials of the short-

term safety of cannabinoids in HIV infection. Subsequently he was granted funds by the University of California Center 

for Medicinal Cannabis Research to continue studies of the effectiveness of cannabis in a number of clinical conditions. 

He completed a placebo-controlled study of smoked cannabis in patients with painful HIV-related peripheral neuropathy 

as well as a study evaluating vaporization as a smokeless delivery system for medicinal. His last NIDA-funded trial 

investigated the possible pharmacokinetic interaction between vaporized cannabis and opioid analgesics in patients with 

chronic pain. He is now conducting an NIH-funded trial investigating vaporized cannabis in patients with Sickle Cell 

disease. He co-authored the chapter on “Cannabinoids and Cancer” in the Oxford University Press Integrative Oncology 

text that he co-edited with Andrew Weil. He co-edits the NCI PDQ CAM Cannabinoids and Cancer website. He was a 

member of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine’s committee that published The Health 

Effects of Cannabis and Cannabinoids: Current State of Evidence and Recommendations for Research in January 

2017. 

  

 

                                 



                                                      
                                                        Ziva D. Cooper, PhD 

 

Dr. Ziva Cooper is an Associate Professor of Clinical Neurobiology in the Department of Psychiatry at Columbia 

University Medical Center.  She focuses on preclinical and clinical studies on the behavioral and physiologic effects of 

psychoactive drugs that are of significant public health relevance, including cannabis and opioids. She received her PhD 

from the University of Michigan in Biopsychology in 2007 in the field of preclinical psychopharmacology.  Over the last 

ten years she has sought to translate preclinical studies of drug action to the clinic using controlled human laboratory 

studies to investigate the direct effects of abused substances.  Her current research, funded by NIDA and industry 

contracts, involves understanding the neurobiological, pharmacological, and behavioral variables that influence both the 

abuse liability and therapeutic potential of cannabinoids (cannabis, cannabinoid receptor agonists, and cannabidiol) and 

opioids. She served on the National Academies of Sciences Committee on the Health Effects of Marijuana that recently 

published a comprehensive consensus report of the health effects of cannabis and cannabinoids. Dr. Cooper also serves on 

editorial boards, is President of the International Study Group Investigating Drugs as Reinforcers (ISGIDaR), and is 

Associate Editor of The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse.   

 

 

                                                              
                                                          Darryl Hudson, PhD 

 

Dr. Darryl Hudson received his PhD in Molecular Biology & Genetics from the University of Guelph, Canada in 2010.  

Following a postdoctoral fellowship creating transgenic crops and work developing commercial fertilizers, he has focused 

the majority of his time towards the emerging Cannabis industry.  After helping to form a Cannabis production company 

in 2013 under the newly established Canadian regulations, Dr. Hudson moved on to work as a consultant for projects 

around the globe.  With a focus on science, quality and safety standards, he continues to utilize his expertise to optimize 

cultivation and quality assurance protocols within the Cannabis industry.  Dr. Hudson has helped develop SOP’s and QA 

standards for all aspects of Cannabis production including cultivation, extraction, formulation and analytical testing.  

Through his work in the Cannabis industry, Dr. Hudson has become involved with the treatment of PTSD, specifically in 

military veterans. He has studied the effects of different Cannabis varieties for PTSD, which has lead to breeding new 

Cannabis varieties designed specifically to alleviate the symptoms of PTSD.  He remains an advocate for quality, 

affordable medicine produced from the Cannabis plant while also overseeing hundreds of acres of hemp cultivation for 

food and fiber. 



 

 

                                                     

                                    Mary Lynn (ML) Mathre, RN, MSN, CARN 

 

Mary Lynn (ML) Mathre graduated from the College of St. Teresa In Winona, MN in 1975 earning her bachelor’s degree 

in nursing and began her nursing career as an officer in the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps (1973-1979).   She earned her MSN 

degree from Case Western Reserve University in 1985 and her thesis was on Marijuana Disclosure to Health Care 

Professionals.  Originally a medical–surgical nurse, Ms. Mathre changed specialties in 1987 and has been a certified 

addiction registered nurse (CARN) since 1989.  She began as the charge nurse on the Addiction Treatment Unit at the 

University of Virginia Health System, and later as the Health System’s first Clinician 5 (expert level), she was the 

Addictions Consult Nurse for UVA Health System until 2002.  She later was Exec. Dir. of ARS Pantops Clinic, an opioid 

dependence treatment center in Charlottesville, VA. 

Ms. Mathre currently serves as the President and Co-founder of Patients Out of Time, a 501c3 educational charity dedicated 

to educating healthcare professionals and the public about the endocannabinoid system and the therapeutic use of cannabis. 

Ms. Mathre served on the planning committee for Patients Out of Time's national clinical cannabis conference series that 

began in 2000; has authored numerous papers and chapters on substance abuse (now called substance use disorders) and medical 

cannabis; authored several organizational resolutions supporting medical cannabis; is a host on a radio program on medical 

cannabis; testified before numerous state legislative committees; and has spoken on the topic of medical cannabis at 

numerous local, regional, national and international conferences.  She is the editor of Cannabis in Medical Practice: A 

Legal, Historical and Pharmacological Overview of the Therapeutic Use of Marijuana (1997) and co-editor of Women and 

Cannabis: Medicine, Science and Sociology (2002).  She is the Founding member of the American Cannabis Nurses 

Association (ACNA) and served as its first President (2010-2015). 

Ms. Mathre is also a member of the Virginia Nurses Association and the American Nurses Association and a member of the 

International Nurses Society on Addictions (and past board member and Secretary), and serves on the editorial board for 

the Journal of Addictions Nursing.  

Past awards include the Outstanding Service Award from the University of Virginia; the President’s Award from the 

National Nurses Society on Addictions; the Outstanding Contributions to Administration and Management in Addictions 

Nursing from the National Nurses Society on Addictions. 

 

                          

 

 

 



                                                                

                                                    Jordan Tishler, MD 

  

Dr. Jordan Tishler occupies a unique vantage point in the burgeoning Cannabis world.  As an expert on Cannabis 

medicine, marijuana regulation and product development, his focus is on helping patients, law makers, and companies 

understand and benefit from the challenges in this emerging field. 

Dr. Tishler began his career at Harvard College, Harvard Medical School, and then trained in Internal Medicine at 

the esteemed Brigham and Women’s Hospital.  He has served for over 15 years as an emergency physician at the 

Veterans Administration hospital in Boston. During his time there, he saw hundreds of veterans whose lives were severely 

damaged or destroyed by the ravages of drugs and alcohol.  In practice, he became an expert on treating the acute 

presentation of these illnesses. 

In 2012, when Massachusetts brought medical marijuana legalization to the ballot, he noted that he’d never seen anyone 

in the emergency room who was ill from Cannabis.  Dr. Tishler began several years of “deep dive” into the 

medical research, emerging convinced that Cannabis has many beneficial qualities and relatively few risks. 

Early on, however, Dr. Tishler realized that somehow the field of medicine, as applied to Cannabis, had gotten away from 

the crucial roots of patient care.  Much of the country’s approach to medical marijuana has followed a model wherein the 

doctor is reduced to simply agreeing that Cannabis might be helpful to a patient and/or that a patient has an illness on a 

list.  Neither constitutes appropriate medical care.  Doctors must be free to assess their patients’ needs, develop a specific 

treatment plan, and follow their patients closely, revising the treatment as needed. Working with the Society of 

Cannabis Clinicians, Dr. Tishler is on a mission to re-instill the care in Cannabis healthcare. 

Dr. Tishler soon found himself speaking to patient groups including Patients Out of Time; physician’s groups including 

Massachusetts Medical Society and CannaHoldings CME series in Florida; hospitals like Massachusetts General Hospital, 

the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, and Dana Farber Cancer Institute; and the press, helping them understand 

the medical benefits of Cannabis. Dr. Tishler has been invited to speak internationally in diverse countries including 

Canada, Australia, and Poland.  Dr. Tishler has authored over 100 articles and is regularly quoted in the media, such as 

Bustle, Vox, Medical Daily, Healthline, Mic.com, and Yahoo News. 

Dr. Tishler is the Treasurer and a Board of Directors member of Doctors for Cannabis Regulation (DFCR). He is also 

Regional Director for Society of Cannabis Clinicians.    

http://mic.com/


Aaron Augustis, Veterans Cannabis Group. 

Aaron Augustis served in the US Army as a Combat Engineer, Team Leader Sergeant. He enlisted June of 1998 from his 

home state of California. Aaron deployed to Mosul, Iraq in 2003 with the 37th Engineer Battalion Combat Airborne out of 

Fort Bragg, NC. His experience in Iraq led to him his current efforts of advocating for veterans to have access to medical 

cannabis for their service connected disabilities, especially combat PTSD.  

Aaron founded the Veterans Cannabis Group in 2016 to educate, support, network and be a resource for our nation’s 

veterans who use medical cannabis.  He encourages the veteran community and cannabis industry to work together to hire 

veterans to protect and transport medical cannabis. 
                                                 

 

                                            
                                  Michael Krawitz, Veterans for Medical Cannabis Access. 
 
A disabled United States Air Force Veteran [Sergeant, 1981 - 1986].  Michael Krawitz serves as Executive director of 

Veterans For Medical Cannabis Access [VMCA] as well as holding other board and advisory roles.  Studying the results 

of California's 1996 Proposition 215 Michael observed that cannabis used as a palliative adjunct pain treatment to opiates 

not only produced better pain relief but also significantly lowered the number of pain pills used. Michael identified the 

emerging use of so-called "pain contracts" as a policy that would eventually make it impossible for patients to use 

cannabis as an adjunct medication and therefore lose any associated opiate overdose and suicide reduction.  With the help 

of Michael's intervention, the VA has revised its pain management system getting rid of the "pain contracts" in favor of a 

policy based upon informed consent and these practices now serve as a national model. As the leader of VMCA Michael 

successfully negotiated the first ever VA medical cannabis policy in 2010 and has since overseen a very successful 

nationwide effort to add Post Traumatic Stress as a qualifying condition under state medical marijuana access laws. 

Currently Michael is a leader of the working group on medicinal access to cannabis in the final stages of the Critical-

Review process of the World Health Organization Expert Committee on Drug Dependence. With the help of VMCA’s 

educational programs an awareness emerged of VA doctor's lack of free speech necessary to recommend cannabis or 

otherwise fill out forms for Veterans to participate in state medical cannabis access programs. 
 

 

 



 
Ryan Miller, Operation EVAC. 

Ryan Miller is an active-duty Marine Corps veteran, Golden Gate University graduate, and proven leader in the cannabis 

industry with over 10 years of experience. He cofounded a non-profit Operation EVAC (Educating Veterans About 

Cannabis) to promote the growth and healing of veterans through mutual assistance, personal development, and 

community service. Through facilitating over 200 peer-led group therapy sessions for veterans at six cannabis 

dispensaries in four Northern California cities, Ryan has gained an unparalleled familiarity with veterans seeking safe and 

natural, alternative healing approaches. A dedicated community organizer and activist, Ryan deployed to Standing Rock, 

North Dakota in December in support of the NoDAPL indigenous water-protectors. 

 

 

                                             

                                  Perry Parks, North Carolina Cannabis Patients Network. 

 
CW4 Perry M Parks, III, (US Army, Retired) CSP Perry retired after 29 years of military service. In 1965, he entered 

helicopter flight school during the build-up of the VN war, later serving 30 months in Viet Nam. For the last 30 months 

there, he served as the Chief Pilot for all armed helicopter pilots in the 101st Airborne Division.  He has taught at the 

Army Aviation School and was a Designated Pilot Examiner for North Carolina for over 20 years. His awards include the 

Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star (2), Air Medal (31), Commendation Medal with “V” device and others, including 

the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. Perry is also a Certified Safety Professional (CSP #14755) and professional member 

of the American Society of Safety Engineers. He is a military trained vehicle and aircraft accident investigator and has 

served on several accident investigation boards. Additionally, he has testified as an Expert Witness in aviation incidents 

and accidents. In 1998, he was asked to serve as an SME (Subject Matter Expert) on Vehicle Safety for the National 

Guard Bureau in Washington. The task force was formed to address vehicle related fatalities of guard members in both the 

Army and Air Force, the leading cause of death for members at that time. In the civilian employment, he served as an 

airline he served as an airline pilot for US Airways and later became a corporate pilot for Murphy Farms. He holds ATP 

certificates (1894198) for both Helicopters and Multiengine Airplanes and has logged over 11,000 hours flight time. 

 



  
Jeff Staker, Hoosier Veterans for Medical Cannabis, Inc.  (Forum Organizer) 

Jeff Staker is a Marine Veterans serving in Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm and Operation Eastern Exit, 

Mogadishu, Somalia.  He spent 11 years as an Infantryman, Scout Sniper and Drill Instructor.  After leaving active duty 

he served as a Basic and Advance NCO Instructor with the Indiana Army National Guard and finishing his military career 

in 2004 as an Air/Crash/Recue Firefighter with the Indiana Air National Guard.  Since 1994 Jeff has served as a full time 

Federal employee, first as a DoD Security Police and in 1997 to the present as a DoD Firefighter at Grissom Air Reserve 

Base, Indiana where he is due to retire at the end of 2017 with nearly 35 years of combined Federal service. 

With his lovely wife Jean at his side they have raised three wonderful girls and two boys (two of girls graduated 

valedictorians from their high school classes and both the boys achieved Eagle Scouts).  Jeff and Jean are also the proud 

grandparents of five grandchildren.  Jeff formed Hoosier Veterans for Medical Cannabis to inform, educate and petition 

state and federal legislators to enact, support and maintain legislation for the “legal” Medical use of Cannabis within the 

State of Indiana and our Nation as evident by the manifestation of this Forum. 

 

 

 

                                                     


